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monarchists. The Left were apparently unprepared to
discuss the question, and only obtained an adjournment
of the dehate by a narrow majority. On the next day
the temper of the House had completely changed. The
attack on Mirabeau was begun by Montlosier, a member
of the Eight, who maintained that ministers might often
be bad citizens chosen by the Government to mislead the
representatives of the people. Lanjuinais, who spoke
next, a radical, but on this occasion the tool of the
Archbishop of Bordeaux, exclaimed, " You are dominated
and carried away by the eloquence of a man of genius !
What would he not be able to effect were he minister!"
and he concluded by proposing " that the representatives
of the nation should be declared incapable of receiving
place, pension, or favour of any kind from the executive
power during the session of the legislature to which
they had been elected, and for three years following.'7
Scarcely had Lanjuinais sat down when a deputy named
Blin proposed as an amendment "that henceforth no
member of the Assembly might accept office." Upon
this there was applause from all sides, and loud cries of
"Divide." Whatever chance of success Mirabeau may
have had on the previous day, it was clear that the
general feeling of the Assembly was now hostile to him.
It must not be forgotten that he never led a "party,"he
had no followers on whom he could reckon; the only
votes he commanded were those of the members whom
he persuaded by his arguments or fascinated by his
eloquence. Common sense, the logic and the earnest-
ness of the orator had told on November 6: during
the night intrigue, prejudice, fanaticism, suspicion, and
envy had been able to reassert their authority.